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Abstract

We report three new locations of Marbled Polecat Vormela peregusna in Mongolia, comprising: 1) the Tuul river valley in Altanbulag
soum, Tuv aimag; 2) the northern slope of the Mongol Altai mountain range in Tsetseg soum, Khovd aimag; and 3) the Ikh Nart Na-
ture Reserve in Dalanjargalan soum, Dornogobi aimag. To our knowledge, the Marbled Polecat has not been previously recorded in
these areas and our observations expand the known distribution of the species in the country. Currently, specimens of Marbled Polecat,
represented as 11 pelts and nine skulls (two as stuffed animals), are housed in collections of five research institutions and museums of
Mongolia.
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ToBu aryyJra

MoHTO0IIT 5p33H XYPH? HAJII3 OpreH IIr3p TapXalTai 4 xaasaryi »105r OWIL, XYHJ[ Y33IAYK Xaparaax Hb 4 0eH, arHyypbIH YCIAT
apbCHBI OAITIAN]] OPJOITYH ydpaac apbC YCIATHHT Hb HIOXOOPXOXK XAPATIIAITYH, XYMYYC CaifH M3IISITYH, apbCc TaBIbIH SIC THX MOT
X9PIMIPXYYH Hb CyAajiraa MIWHKWITIHUN OalTyy/ularslH MyIIyyira, caH XeMper, My3eiH y3MapT 4 XoBop Oaiinar. bun MoHronsx
0apyyH OOJIOH TOB X3CITT IPIJH XYPHUH OJJICOH TypBaH IMUHA 1T HyTruir (Xopx aiimruite [[p1or cym, Tes atimruiin Antan Oyrar
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Introduction

Early accounts of Marbled Polecat Vormela peregusna in Mon-
golia reported that it ranged throughout the Gobi Desert, based
on observations and specimens (pelts) collected by A. G. Ban-
nikov (1954). Dulamtseren (1970) and Sokolov & Orlov (1980)
published additional accounts of Marbled Polecat and mapped the
species’s distribution, which included the western and southern
desert regions of Mongolia. The map was based on oral state-
ments, pelt data, questionnaire surveys and museum collections.
Subsequently, Marbled Polecats have been recorded in 10 loca-
tions (Avirmed 1972, Khotolkhuu 1985, Chotolchuu et al. 1989,
Dulamtseren et al. 1999) from central, western, and northwestern
parts of Mongolia, all within the range published by Dulamtseren
(1970) and Sokolov & Orlov (1980). Thus, the Marbled Polecat’s
previously known distribution in Mongolia ranged along the high
steppe of the Mongol Altai to southern Siberia and the desert of
Ikh Nuuruudiin Khotgor. More recent locations outside Mongolia
have been recorded along the southern border of the Tuva Repub-
lic of Russia, in the Tes river valley near the Mongolian border,
and near Tsagaan Shiveet Mountain (Boyarkin 1997, Sidorov &
Vakhrushev 1997, Rozhnov 2001, 2003, Putintsev ef al. 2002).
Clark et al. (2006) published the most recent range map for
Marbled Polecats in Mongolia. A panel of mammal experts from
Mongolia reviewed the maps in Dulamtseren (1970) and Sokolov
& Orlov (1980) and provided their rationale for any changes in

the Mongolian Biodiversity Databank available from the Depart-
ment of Zoology of the Mongolian National University (Clark et
al. 2006).

Observations

In recent years, since 2002, we recorded Marbled Polecat in three
regions outside the species’s known range (Fig. 1). They are:

1. Tuulriver valley. Two of us (J.G. & D.U.) collected a Marbled
Polecat skull and pelt from a poacher who showed us the
trap site in a shrubland steppe area of the Tuul River valley,
Altanbulag soum, Tuv aimag (47°3023"N, 105°59'02"E;
1,290 m elevation). The skull and pelt were deposited in
a collection at Hustai National Park. This location lies
approximately 250 km north of the border of the previously
known Marbled Polecat’s distribution.

2. Northern slope of the Mongol Altai Mountain Range. One of
us (S.S.) received, in summer 2003, the skull of a Marbled
Polecat from a herder named Sainbayar whose dog killed
the animal in December 2002, in Bachaa, Tsetseg soum,
Khovd aimag (46°30'49"N, 92°24'08"E; 1,800 m elevation).
The skull has been deposited in the mammal collection of
National University of Mongolia.

3. Ikh Nart Nature Reserve. One of us (J.D.M.) recorded an
individual by spotlight and captured another (Fig. 2) in a live-
trap set as part of study of carnivore behaviour and ecology
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Fig. 2. Marbled Polecat captured in Ikh Nart Nature Reserve,
Dornogobi aimag (Photo: David Kenny).

in northern Ikh Nart Nature Reserve, Dalanjargalan soum,
Dornogobi aimag, in 2006 (45°46'15"N, 108°38'57"E). We
released the animal. Another one of us (R.P.R.) found the
remains of a Marbled Polecat in a Cinereous Vulture Aegypius
monachus nest in Ikh Nart the previous year (45°41'03"N,
108°3529"E, 1,200 m elevation). We did not collect these
remains.

Discussion

The Marbled Polecat is one of the most widely distributed small
carnivores in Eurasia inhabiting mainly steppe, semi-desert, and
desert environments. Its range countries include Serbia, Mon-
tenegro, Greece, Romania, Macedonia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Tur-
key, Russia, Lebanon, Israel, Syria, Georgia, Iraq, Armenia, Iran,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, China and Mongolia (Heptner ef al. 1967, Wozencraft
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2005, Clark et al. 2006). In many areas, however, populations have
declined substantially in recent years. Some researchers also be-
lieve that the species has been extirpated from much of the eastern
part of its range (Sadikov 1983, Shagdarsuren & Erdenejav 1988,
Anonymous 1991, Shiirevdamba 1997, Rozhnov 2001, Putintsev
et al. 2002, Clark et al. 2006). The Marbled Polecat is listed as
threatened in Uzbekistan (Sadikov 1983), Kazakhstan (Anony-
mous 1991), Russia (Rozhnov 2001) and Mongolia (Shagdarsuren
& Erdenejav 1988, Shiirevdamba 1997, Clark et al. 2006). It is
listed as Vulnerable globally (IUCN 2008).

The Marbled Polecat is widely distributed but rarely ob-
served, so few details of its biology, distribution, and population
status are known. In Mongolia, little knowledge exists about the
species, largely because it is rarely seen and its pelt has little eco-
nomic value. Museum specimens of Marbled Polecat are also few
(Dulamtseren ef al. 1999). Those known comprise seven pelts
and six skulls in the Institute of Biology, Mongolian Academy of
Sciences; a pelt and a skull in a collection of the Department of
Zoology, National University of Mongolia; a taxidermy specimen
(pelt) on exhibit in the mammal collection of the Natural Histo-
ry Museum of Mongolia; another taxidermy specimen (pelt and
skull) listed in a database of Uvs aimag Nature Reserve (Fig. 3);
and a pelt and skull in the collection at Hustai National Park (Ta-
ble 1).
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Table 1. Marbled Polecat Vormela peregusna specimens in Mongolian collections.

Specimen Accession Collection Date Collection Location Material Collector
Location Number
Institute of Biology, Mongolian Academy of Sciences
3643 1976 Tonkhil soum, Gobi-Altai aimag Pelt N. Khotolkhuu
3644 1976 Bogd soum, Bayankhongor aimag Pelt N. Khotolkhuu
4129 1986 South of Zuun Saikhan Mountain, Pelt & skull G. Dashzeveg
Khurmen soum, Omnogobi aimag
4130 1984 Galt Mountain, Saikhan Ovoo soum, Pelt & skull G. Dashzeveg
Dundgobi aimag
4249 1988 Khuvkhuljin Well, Mandakh Brigade,  Skull G. Dashzeveg
Khankhongor soum, Omnogobi aimag
4250 1988 Khuvkhuljin Well, Mandakh Brigade,  Skull G. Dashzeveg
Khankhongor soum, Omnogobi aimag
None 12 October 1999  Zagt Gobi, 20 km south of Khuvsgul Skull Z. Namshir
soum, Dornogobi aimag
None 18 October 2003 Tsagaan Buraa, Tes soum, Uvs aimag ~ Pelt & skull ~ D. Togtokhbayar
Unknown Unknown Unknown 2 pelts Unknown
Mongolian Natural History Museum
None 1950 Unknown Pelt Eregdendagva
Museum of Uvs Strictly Protected Area
None 19 March 2003 First Brigade, Tes soum, Uvs aimag Pelt & skull ~ D. Togtokhbayar
Museum of Khustai Nuruu National Park
None Not indicated Tuul River valley, Altanbulag soum, Pelt & skull ~ D. Usukhjargal
Tuv aimag
Department of Zoology, Mongolian National University
None 2 December 2002 Bachaa, Tsetseg, soum, Khovd aimag  Pelt & skull S. Shar & D.
Jambalsuren

Fig. 3. Marbled Poleca specimen housed in the collection of Uvs
aimag Strictly Protected Area museum (Photo: S. Dulamtseren).
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